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The Art Circle of Royal
College has been one of
the most active societies of
Royal College since 1995.
It is also one of the largest
clubs in the school, with a
member base of over 1000
students. This society has
always supported in
polishing the aesthetic
talents of not only
Royalists but also of young
students from all over the

firt Cirele

Island. The main duty of
those at the Art Circle is to
develop the students’ talents
to an extent of being
recognized by other people
in society. Also, the circle
works to pave a path for
those talented students who
wish to carry out their skills
in the future

Our Vission

The Vision of the Art Circle is
to enrich students’
lives,enhance their .school
experience and complement
school based art education.
Our Mission

The mission is to provide
members an opportunityto
express individuality through
he creation of art work these
being created in in u ique
ways for our community
,school and self.
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Our Projects

Art For Everyone

Creating art expands a child's ability to interact
with the world around them, and provides a new
set of skils for self-expression and
communication. Not only does art cultivates
important skills that benefit a child's development,
but it also opens up the mind to a different reality.

For that reason, the Art Circle of Royal College
organized the Art for Everyone project to give a
good knowledge about art to primary students
and to develop students creativity skills. Art for
Everyone project was a lecture series and a
workshop organized for the primary students of
Royal College.

Our first lecture was held on April 09, 2021, to
grade 1 students via the Zoom platform. There
were workshops every Monday to Friday until
May 20, 2021. All sessions were conducted by
Mrs. Shamila Widanagamage to teach the basics
of art to primary students. And in the session, we
aISQﬁ;ned to teach about maklng Vesak lanterns.

EVERYONE

LECTURE SERIES FOR PRIMARY STUDENTS

PROJECT ORGANIZD BY
THE ROYAL COLLEGE ART CIRCLE

Miniature Vesak Lantern Competition

The Royal College Art Circle celebrated the
Vesak festival differently this year, by
introducing the miniature Vesak Lantern
competition.

This project allowed students to make the
miniature and the most creative Vesak lantern.
Among all of the creations received,25 best
competitors were selected for the final round
which they must give a brief introduction about
how they made those lanterns in front of the
judge board.

After the judgment, the students who got the
first three places received awards and
certificates. And all the Vesak Lantern
creations that were sent to us by fellow
Royalists put on social media sites.

The main objectives of this project were to
give an understanding of how to make
miniature lanterns, to motivate children by
giving awards and cemflcates to bUI|d up

ROYAL COLLEGE
MINIATURE VESAK

NTERN
complfrmo 021

PROJECT BY THE ART CIRCLE OF ROYAL COLLEGE



A Famous

Artist

(Pablo Picasso)

He was a famous painter.He
was born on October
25,1881,in Malaga, Spain.His
father was a painter and arts
teacher by
profession.Mentored by his
fatherhe ,by the age of
13,surpassed senior Picasso
in terms of skill and talent.In
1895,his family relocated to
Barcelona,Spain and enrolled
at the prestigious school of
fine arts but the strict rules of
the school frustrated him and
he baegan skipping classes to
wander on streets of
Rarcelona sketching
whatever he observed. He
moved to Paris to be at the
epicentre of the world of
art.he opened an art studio in
Montmarte, Paris. He applied
various techniques during his
period starting the blurred
technique to divisionism and
expressionism.Some of his
paintings of this period include,
“Blue Nude” and “The old
guitarist”.

and

Most of his paintings were of
circus people,acrobats and
harlequins.Some of his
memorable paintings of this
era include “Three Women”,
“Bread and Fruit dish on a
table”, “Girl with Mandolin”,
“Still life with chair caning”’and
“ Card player”.In his lifetime he
married twice.His most
outstanding and notable work
was the “Guernica’.lt stands
as a testament for the
brutality,inhumanity and
vicious nature of war.He
breathed his last on April 8,
1973 in Mougins , France




How I feel art?

The more | get to know about art, less | feared the
perfection. That art has no limits except for the box we
create within our minds and it’s all about freedom. In my
opinion, it’s very difficult to define art as the definition |
give for art only describes my opinion. Hence, art simply
doesn’t have a single definition, rather it can be defined in
many different ways that even they cannot be compared to
eath other. If | have to say what is art for me, | can say that
it's all about what and how we see, feel and how we need
to be seen and felt. Art or the artist should not be
compared to one another, as a single artwork or artist
holds a completely different story than the other and most
importantly art is not about pretty and perfect things. It
could vary from hyper realism, realism to impressionism,
surrealism and to abstract. What | believe is that art
should be appreciated or criticized as art itself. When we
talk about realism in art, even within realism there are so
many aspects.|f we think a little further, realism is not only
the visual realism, an artwork can be realistic in an
emotional way with its expressions. From that point of
view, we cannot classify art as pure realistic or abstract
and rather they all belongs to art which is more like a
spectrum. Once an artist named Piet Mondrian said,
“Abstract art is not the creation of another reality, but the
true vision of reality.” However, | believe it is also up to us,
to decide what is realism? Is it the outer appearance or the
inner expression. Whatever you consider it is, you cannot
blame the other, as both have enough reasons to become
‘realistic’ in their own way. After all, why should we even
think whether it is realistic or what? At the end art is art.
The words ‘realism’, ‘impressionism’, ‘abstract’ and the
‘meaning’ behind the artwork are just few words we use to
connect art with the outside world,the current situation and
society, may be even culture. | believe an artwork doesn’t
need to have a meaning at all. Just imagine if we could
ever enjoy an artwork as it is? It's wonderful if we can
appreciate it without trying to find meanings and
similarities from the current world, and let it be what it is.
Then we’ll get to notice each and every detail it has as a
work of art, rather than another symbol of the world.

Just like how we supposed to see
people as themselves without
judging. Anyway, whatever way we
create or enjoy art, with a meaning
or without a meaning we always
have freedom to enjoy the process
and the final work as the way we
want. Because just as | said in the
beginning, art is all about freedom
and it is never limited to have one
meaning or even to have a
meaning at all.

Prabhani Amandika




Popular Arts
5842 g

586 DY) 57 e5:0¢ © O
R 5BER) Oe®B®
B5DEEED 8 LD B
cd. OB By 6D BNE
YeE®O @6 OB gB6
SB8msS 6@ GIESEO & ey
8. Dets DTS O® By)
GE50e5® BN DE®
EDEWO 5O WEBID
eI Hes) 68. Heggsd
6RES "6@HINEeN","
@OESEN","5HS; Gles" OB
2Dcs.

"6@NEEN" ) @B
B5DES BPOVE). 6®cs
6@d g8 By BEBeEE
D5 @NE HED "Bsened)]
SO 66 cHBD

HE@5S.

c@HENEEN "@
Becendie)" 6@ ¢
DEBDB.16 DS
®0D5EB6ES @oNE ®SE
25063 BE@)1EIs DD
@ed). e8EEG eGéem
GO NG ©:EOS
BE@r&acs DS Gro.

i

cO® BHYES g5o® Ge5csD
a8 0. 66 O & s
o6 3OHDS OB
58863 "Yets & 5"
DI 5eEHBSO
D) Gr0.8e® 58
8900 dx)es "GDESen"
89008. 586
BE56:60 D5 eenetex
5HED "e5 D6 58S
Bnees)" Hmeens

"e5 6] BeneesS" 6@
85005, cO® B50®
eSenreex BEE @) 8586
BEEecs DS .
Oicents DB Bes o)
D® Desed getiE ®es O
s DB Ex N3 55O
0D IO g5enSm
DTN 6cnE 0BRSS
@OEE T 3666530 ISR
c0E® c®® By DES
B389 WAE. edenetee
Sescs Dieents 2D Hel
e & 50  asos
598 By gebmesd
98858} BE®O Byycses
BEEnens BB
Beneesio end ¢ ¢S
s escem @DESen
cIBR g5emScs raznd
GRERES GHE DBIES) c5.

8990 BEhers BE®
gdess 8 o8y 6D A
DD  BoNOBT 6O
HEOS B89 5B e
¢S cO® By OBS
Ggéded ecacDm DD,
B8O D e &S
6Detnd HGSHIs WES.
D0 850D, BxPRS ®
65N EN®c3 e5¢e
PIDDS WO BPDDE).

Ashan Induwara-7L




Graffiti : Art or Vandalism

Graffiti is a true art with
different meanings that
involves many styles and risks
that can damage artists
physically and socially. Graffiti
is an art, not a simple tagging
on a trash can or an alley wall
butan actual mural that
represents meanings in every
detail, style, and even every
color. How many times have
you seen a graffiti mural and
asked yourself: what was the
inspiration of the making of the
mural?

Three arguments in favor of
legalizing graffiti are that
people shouldn’t judge graffiti
also that it's a

way of expressing what the
world is going through, and
lastly graffiti artists are unfairly
punishedwhen they are not a
danger to society.

Don'’t judge graffiti as “bad” if
you don’'t know what it stands
for. One person who does
graffiti in a meaningful way is
Obey, who creates communist
propaganda. He expresses
how he feels and how many

nannla fanl ahaiit cammiimiom
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Another person that takes time
to express the people thoughts
of life is Banksy, he’'s one of
the most known graffiti artists
who’s murals actually make
you think of how life is or what
the worlds going through .One
of many quotes that Banksy
wrote is “ People say graffiti is
ugly, irresponsible and
childish. But that's only if it's
done properly”.l feel that when
someone goes out on their
own time to do posters or a
mural representing how

People from every society are
feeling, they should be
rewarded for standing up for
their people they are also
leaders such as the president
standing for the country’s
rights.

Graffiti for many people is
more then a simple tagging,
it's their way of life.

These artists get up everyday
and just draw whatever is on
their mind. It could be about a
dream, a future goal, or it can
even be how they feel about
our economy. As you can see
in the pictures above, you may
think how true are those two
quotes. If you look past the
quotes, it's a graffiti mural
expressing the daily thoughts
of an average person in
society.

Expressing what you think
shouldn't be a crime if you're
not hurting another peer ,a
simple scribble could be
considered a tagging any one
from any age can do that just
because they don’t consider
them self taggers doesn't

mnnn tharn nnt ahla tA writn
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on a wall Graffiti artists go
through a lot just to make a
mural. Graffiti artists include
adults as well as many
teenagers who are trying to
express their ways of life.

Many get arrested and let go
but many get put in jail or
juvenile hall for minors-giving a
bad reputation for the artist
later in life.Many graffiti artist
get injured by attempting to do
a graffiti piece, anti graffiti
citizens go out and attack
many artists while there

writing on private
properties in many cases
gangs get involved
causing taggers to get
seriously injured and
even get killed making a
little problem become a
big problem.

Graffiti is more than a
tagging in a alley, though
its illegal without the
property owners say, but
without the owners
permission they could
express their creativity.

With many people against
graffiti and not letting
graffiti artists do murals in
their  property, graffiti
artists also known as
taggers go out and tag
wherever they want,
making it a crime. | don'’t
ask for you to take any
actions forward graffiti art
but to actually take your
time and analyze what
the graffiti piece signify
and not only judge it, in
most cases it was done
illegally but really think
how it would be if there
were legal places where
graffiti artist could express
their thoughts .

Azmaan Khan (7H)
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The Doge
Museum of
Venice-A
beautiful work of
art in the world

The Doge museum of Venice
is a unique palace of art in the
world. | was fortunate to visit
this historical place myself.
Paintings in the Doge museum
explain the past of Venice.
They were so realistic that |
felt like | was actually there.

There were paintings drawn
every were, on the ceiling and
walls. It was very nice. Some
art exhibited the stories of
great kings as well as leaders
and wars. The Doge museum
is believed to have been built
between the 10" and 11%
centuries. Between 1339 and
1342, the museum began to
take it's present form. The
painting “11 Paradise”, is a
massive oil painting on canvas
that is seen in the main hall of
the Doge museum. It is a
beautiful heartwarming
painting and is one of the
largest paintings on canvas in
the world by Jacopo Robusti.
The painting features a
heavenly scene with saints
and gods of various religions.
A feeling of calmness covered
me and | could have stared at
it the whole day. The paintings
all around the museum tried to
tell the incidents, hardships
and way of iife of the ancient
Venice. | admired the use of
bright colours to increase the
attractiveness. The memory of
my visit to this attractive art
gallery will always live with me.

Hithesh Ranawaka
4F- Royal College
Colombo
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The Spirit of
Ecstasy-The

face of
Rolls-Royce

The Spirit of Ecstasy, Eleanor,
Silver Lady, you may call it
what you wish. This
masterpiece of a sculpture is
the iconic mascot of luxury car
brand Rolls-Royce.  This
sculpture depicts the image of
a lady wearing a billowing
gown with arms outstretched
in the backward direction. This
all started once John Walter,
2nd Baron Montague
commissioned a graduate of
London’s Royal College of art,
by the name of Charles
Robinson Sykes to sculpture a
mascot for his 1909
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost. An
English actress and artist’s
model named Eleanor Velasco
Thornton was chosen by
Sykes—as—his—meodel—and
sculpted a figure of her in
robes fluttering with a finger on
her lips as a symbol of the
secrecy of the love affair
between her and John Walter
which had arose when Eleanor
had been working for John on
the aforesaid motoring
magazine. It was appropriately
named ‘The secret’ of which
only two statues have
survived.

1910 when personal mascots
had been gaining popularity,
fixing of inappropriate mascots
on cars made by them was
concerning to Rolls-Royce. As
a result, managing director of

Rolls-Royce motor cars,
Claude Johnson was told to
commission the designing of a
more elegant and graceful
mascot. Here Charles Sykes
was commissioned once again
to design and craft a mascot
which  would go on to
characterize the brand known
as Rolls-Royce for many years
to come and one that quite
dexterously conveys the ‘Spirit
of Rolls-Royce". He
considered modeling it on the
mythical, Nike but resorted to
modeling it once again on
Eleanor Thornton with the
intention of giving it a more
feminine representation. It was
first called the “The Spirit of
Speed” and later as “A
graceful little goddess, The
Spirit of Ecstasy who had
selected road travel as her
supreme delight and alighted
on the prow of a Rolls-Royce
motor car to revel in the
freshness of the air and the
musical sound of her fluttering
draperies.” Claude Johnson
explained his devised
description of the Spirit of
Ecstasy as “She is expressing
her keen enjoyment, with her
arms outstretched and her
sight fixed upon the distance.
It was unveiled on 6" February
1911 and it bore the signature
of Sykes on the plinth of the
statue which read “Charles
Sykes, February 1911”, “Feb
6, 1911” or “6.2.11”. This was
so until 1951 even after
Rolls-Royce took over the
casting of the figures in 1948.
However, the model for the
sculpture Miss Eleanor
Thornton unfortunately passed
away on 30" December 1915
When the SS Persia was
torpedoed by a U-boat south
of the island of Crete.

This figure which was an
optional extra until 1920 was
initially made of plated silver
which was later attributed to
nickel and chrome with the
intention of dissuading theft.
However, a gold-plated version
was available at an increased
cost after it won first place at
competition to choose the
most appropriate mascot, held
in Paris in 1920. Sykes was
again commissioned by
Rolls-Royce to make a lower
version of the sculpture in
1930, for the new sported
saloons providing a clearer
vision to the driver and in 1934
a kneeling version of the
mascot was unveiled.
However, this version of the
mascot was discontinued in
favor of a smaller version of
the standing mascot.

The Spirit of Ecstasy found in
models  after the 2003
Rolls-Royce Phantom are 3
inches high and is mounted on
a spring-loaded mechanism
designed to retract instantly
into the radiator shell if struck
which is key for safety in the
case of a pedestrian impact. It
is made of stainless steel.
stainless steel with 24 carat
gold plating and illuminated
frosted crystal are optional
extras. Matte black paint and a
version studded in diamonds
are available as aftermarket
customized versions.

K.M. Sanuja Vidath Bandara
(Grade 6M)



Dambulla

Cave Temple
paintings

Dambulla cave temple also
known as the Golden Temple
of Dambulla is a World
Heritage Site in Sri Lanka,
situated in the central part of
the country nearly Matale.
Dambulla is the largest and
best-preserved cave temple
complex in Sri Lanka. The rock
towers 160 m over the
surrounding plains. There are
more than 80 documented
caves in the surrounding area.
Major attractions are spread
over five caves, which contain
paintings and statues are
related to Gautama Buddha
and his life. There are a total
of 153 Buddha statues, three
statues of Sri Lankan kings
and four statues of gods and
goddesses. The latter include
Vishnu and the Ganesha. The
murals cover an area of 2,100
square metres. Depictions on
the walls of the caves include
the temptation by the demon
Mara, and Buddha's first

sermon. Inside the caves, the
ceilings are painted with
intricate patterns of religious
images following the contours
of the rock. There are images
of the Lord Buddha and
bodhisattvas.

King Valagamba of
Anuradhapura is traditionally
thought to have converted the
caves into a temple in the first

century BC. Exiled from
Anuradhapura, he sought
refuge here from Sought

After reclaiming his capital, the
King built a temple in thankful
worship. Kind Nissanka Malla
of Polonnaruwa gilded the
caves and added about 70

Buddha statues in 1190.
During the 18" century, the
caves were restored and

painted by the Kingdom of
Kandy

K.M.SANUJA
BANDARA (6M)
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Leonardo Da

Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci is a painter,
artist, scientist,
mathematician, inventor,
sculpture and an engineer but
he is most popular for his
paintings. Leonardo Da Vinci
was born on 15" century in
Italy, Vinci.

He has drawn two most
popular and admired paintings
in the world known as the
Mona Lisa and The Last
Supper. The painting Mona
Lisa took seven Years to
complete and the Last Supper
took three years. Now, the
painting Mona Lisa is in
France Louvre Museum
behind bulletproof glass.

He had many ideas for
inventions but his dream was

to make humans to fly. Also he
came out with ideas of
parachute, helicopter, tank and
airplane and recorded them. His
ideas were tested and some
were successful and work.

He didn’t want people to copy
his ideas so he did mirror
writing, which is most of the
time very hard to read unless
you have a mirror with you.

He was never married or had
any children so when he died all
the properties went to his
assistant.

One of Leonardo’s quotes were
“Learning never exhausts the
mind.” When he was small he
didn’t have that much formal

education. But he turned out
to be a spectacular man at the
end.

Sithuka Vishnindu
4F
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The Beautiful Murals at the

Trinity College Chapel, Kandy

When | was five years old, |
went to Kandy on a family trip.
One evening, my father took
me to Trinity College, Kandy,
which was my grandfather’s
school. Trinity is located on the
hillside, between Trincomalee
Street and Udawatte Kele. We
walked over to the school’s
Chapel. | have fond memories
of running endlessly on its
beautiful lawn, before we
entered the unique Chapel
itself.

As | walked in, | noticed on the
East-end of the Chapel, the

spectacular  mural, which
captured the moment in
Matthew’'s  Gospel, where

Jesus asks of the sons of
Zebedee, Are Ye Able to drink
of the cup that | shall drink?
This mural portrayed the
mother of the sons of Zebedee
[Jhon and James], kneeling at
Jesus’ feet. There were three

other lovely murals as well - the
Crucifixion on the wall over the
main alter, the Good Samaritan
which was above the pulpit and
the Washing the Disciples Feet
which was located above the
lectern.

The Biblical stories described in
these murals occurred in a
different country, for example;
the Crucifixion of Jesus occurred
close to Jerusalem. However,
these murals depicted the
stories in a tropical country. The
faces of those around Jesus had
strong South Asian features,
because the models the artist
used were students and the staff
of Trinity and persons from the
streets of Kandy.

These majestic murals were
painted by David Paynter, who
was an old boy of Trinity,
between the period 1926 -
1965. He had studied arts at the
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Royal Academy of Art in
London and also studied the
work of Renaissance artists
during his tour to Italy.
Thereafter, he served on the
staff of his school, and it was
during this time that he
started painting these
murals on the request of the
Principal of Trinity College at
the time. It is said that
Paynter’'s strengths in art
were due to his exposure to
Renaissance Art and his
studies.

Over the years, the weather
was threatening to destroy
the murals and they needed
to be restored. Therefore,
Trinity requested the
well-known artist, Stanley
Kirinde who was also its old
boy to do so, and he
obliged. The Trinity College
Chapel is definitely a place
one must visit.

Aadam Fazly Grade 5B
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